Head and neck pathology can be extremely frustrating. There are many lesions, such as preneoplastic lesion of squamous mucosa and the follicular variant of papillary carcinoma of the thyroid, in which there seems to be little consensus on the diagnosis, even among experts. Any textbook that can shed light on these topics is bound to be useful. This second edition of Dr Wenig's popular atlas fits that bill.
This edition of this excellent atlas has grown considerably in size and is now an even more comprehensive reference source for the practicing pathologist. Part of this increase in size is related to the inclusion of new chapters of thyroid and parathyroid glands and intraoperative consultation. Part of it is related to inclusion of new tables, updated information, and more illustrations, including diagnostic imaging and cytology.
The strength of this text is its organization. Many pathologists prefer the atlas format as a way to find the information that they want more easily than can be carried out with a more typical text. The current edition retains essentially the same organization as the first edition, and the information is easy to use. In addition, an atlas by definition is a text of images, and this text has an abundance of excellent, color, in focus images.
The new chapters on intraoperative consultation are extremely useful. These include not only common pitfalls such as the follicular variant of papillary carcinoma, but also the appropriate evaluation of margins in this site, which are very site specific. In addition, the chapters include ''real life'' examples of the difficulties of interpreting these types of problems on frozen section.
The best praise I can give this textbook is that I believe I will actually use it in my practice. 
Andrew Renshaw, MD

